Thursday – Read all of Chapter 9
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Toothless spat on the ground in indignation

‘S-s-safd I was a newt with wings. S-s-said I wgs “Toothless,” said Hice ‘It
{ { o g { -~ ¢ ¢ : up‘
an mcon’tmcnt bunny r-r mf)bit. T-t-toothless going big mackerel you will be (he ka:’:\l Sateh me 4 pjec
to k-k-kill fier. Toothiless going to s-s-serateh fier o on Berk AND you will i ].:iit, fastest dragey
v L] eW
death. T-t-toothiess going to— look ike an idiot AND you wil iy ai;’ilzchlrzgon
PR S obsters

“Yes, yes, yes,” said Hiccup hastily, “That
Fireworm dragon and fier master who loo 5. R 4
think that Fireworm is going to cateh more fish than
anybody else at the Thor’sday Thurshay celebration
Think fiow stupid they are going to look if YO
the prize for Dlost Promising Dragon instead

Toothless got off Hiccup’s leg. ‘T W-W-W ;
think about that,” said Toothless. He waddled off:
couple of feet and thought about it.

Five minutes later he was still thinking. He let
the odd chuckle every now and then, but every tin
Hiccup said, ‘Se, fiow about it, then?’ he just replie
‘S-s-still thinking. Go away.’

With a sigh, Hiccup put a line through
REVENGE,

‘OK,’ said Fishlegs, looking over Hiccup’
shoulder. ‘You've tried everything else. How

JOKES AND RIDDLING TALK? I ass

are desperate.’

cn W c get fome AND I wifg tell you 2

-t-toothless {oves
'S arm again. ‘Af{
- BOT because me

ssive sight, even
Ie flew across the
on, shrieking
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pedigree hunting monsters that were his forefather
5,
Then he lea
nt over and
Sta;
red bG 3

He spread out his wings like a kite and flew fairly
sfvift]y over the. surface of the choppy waves, keeping into Hiccup’s eyes, s
his body and wings steady as he searched for the ‘Bow t-t-tell me 4 ; kown.
movement of fish. He spotted 2 ¢ ‘ , 2 Joke,” said Tooth
P somethmg, and SOare d Wﬁu)'zfe‘rmg WOhcns,’ Saick HicCu efs. :
He really aid i¢.’ P- "He iy 4

upwards in circles until he was so high that Hicey

craning his neck backwards on the beach, coulg Oii T-t-tell me 2 JOKE,” said T3, thi
just see him as a tiny speck. The speck was motionly - Wh ok anbd white ang ‘;’eh‘:lislagairx.1
for a second, and then Toothless dived, his wings P o
folded by his sides, dropping like a stone out of th

sky.

He disappeared into the water and was o
for quite a while. Dragons can stay underw
least five minutes, if they want to, and Tooth
quite distracted under there, chasing one fish
another, unable to decide which was the bi
Hiccup had got bored, and was lookin
oysters, when Toothless came bursting tri

e afternoon. The rain stopped,
thless didn’t do too badly at all
d a few fish and, at one
to chase rabbits on the

ck when Hiccup called,

.

out of the sea carrying a small mackerel.
He dropped the mackerel at Hiccup®
of a couple of hours he had
nackere] and a dogfish.
'ty satisfied.

did three somersaults in a row and landed ¢

head. He let out the dragon’s cty of tri

; : t lot
; ter crowing but a lo s g
a bit like a roos g gs, ‘it’s not like I'm

self-satisfied.
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Ve-ry impressiye >

>

h
the boys showed him th:’ﬁ:}fZed Old Wﬁnkly’ -
cloak. Wrapped up in Iy R
- ‘We reckon Hij ; ;

ikl

expecting to win the prize for Most Promising ; :
or anything. All T need is to show that Toothless i

basically under my control and for him to catch g
few fish. We’ll make fools of ourselves compar :

Snotlout and his beastly Hunting Legend, but
we’ll have passed Initiation.’ %
What was more, as Toothless dropped
mackerel on the heap in front of Hiccup, Fishleg
noticed something sharp and gleaming in the dr
lower jaw. ~:»"‘
“Toothless has got his first tooth!” said Fis
It seemed a very good omen. 4

e
As they staggered home they passed Ol
had been sitting on a rock watching t

couple of hours.
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| instinct. She’d never survive in the wild.’
Hiccup laughed hollowly. “You think YOU'VE
problems? Toothless and I are failing right from the got
beginning: the basic obedience commands,

the retrieval, the compulsory exercises, the —
g S

the lot.”
‘It can’t be that bad,” said Fishlegs.

“Watch,” said Hiccup.

The boys moved along the beach a bit, out of

range of the gulls.

They started practising the most basic command
of all: ‘go’. The dragon was supposed to stand, bolt
upright, on the handler’s outstretched arm. The
handler would then bark the command as loudly as

possible, while simultaneously lifting his arm to fling
the dragon into the air. The dragon was supposed
to soar gracefully into flight when the handler’s ar
reached its highest point. :

Horrorcow yawned, scratched and slowly fl2

off, grumbling to herself.
Toothless was even less obedient.
‘GO’ yelled Hiccup.
Hiccup flung his arm up- Too

thless hung
‘I sait GO! Hiccup repeated in I8

To4
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-
out, equally reasonably. ~$§\

Fishlegs watched the whole process in appalleq
amazcm‘cm. You really do have problems,’ he said i
awed voice. o

Yup,” said Hiccup. He finally managed to uneyy
Toothless’s claws, which had relaxed their grip for aur
second, and pushed him off. Toothless landed on the
sand with a squeal of outrage, and immediately
attached himself to Hiccup’s leg, getting a good g
on the sandals with his talons, and wrapping his ¥
around Hiccup’s calf.

‘N-n-not going,” said Toothless stubborn

‘It can’t get much worse than this,” said
‘so I'm going to try a new tack.” He took out
notebook in which he had been jotting down all
knew about dragons in the hope that it
‘DRAGON MOTIVATION..." Hiccup read alon
‘1. GRATITUDE.” Hiccup sighed. ‘2. FEAR
works, but I can’t do it. 3, 4, B, GREED, V.
and REVENGE. Those are all worth a try. €
AND RIDDLING TALK. Only if I'm des

“This has got to be a first,’ drawiee
I’m with Gobber the Belch on this

just yell a bit louder?’
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'KING DRAGONS anp THEIR EGGs..

THE }{iccup ignored him
MONSTROUS ‘OK’ Tootﬂess,’ sai.d Hiccu :
NIGHTMARE dragm—‘;’\wg-fo was pretending to bepa:?e:)eaht;le
to Hiceup’s leg. “For every fisf you cateh ;:Ih::&on

bsters when you get flome.’
eyes. “A-a-alived he saig
kill them P-p-pleased

The Monstrous
S Nightmare is a terrifying
domestic dragon. Dazzling flyers,
magnificent hunters and fearsome fighters, t
can be wild and difficult to train. By unofficia
Viking Law, only a Chief or the son of & Chie
can own one.

Hiccup, firmly, ‘T keep on
to torture creatures smaller

eyes again. “You’re so h-b-

~ STATISTICS ~
COLOURS: Emerald green,
brilliant scarlet, deepest purple.
ARMED WITH: Scary fangs,
exira extendable claws.
FEAR FACTOR.......... 6

er, quick aragon, Tootfless,’
- you could cateh more fish
o0 Thor’sday Thurshay if you

his eyes to consider the matter.
d modestly. ‘But I don’t

-
.....................

e
.....................




